Cults 2: Christianity

Christianity, Cults & Religions
Essential Christian Doctrine
1. The Christian Holy ‘Books’: God’s Unveiling of Truth and His Self-Disclosure
† Special Revelation ⇒The Bible
• Psalm 19:7-8 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statues of the Lord
are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to
the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
• 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.
† General Revelation ⇒ Nature (the Creation)
• Psalm 19:1-2 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his
hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.
• Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal
power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been
made, so that men are without excuse.

2. Essential Doctrines
† Oneness of God
• Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
† Trinity
• Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
† God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ) and God the Spirit
• 1 Peter 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world,
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit, for obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours
in abundance.

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984
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† Deity and Humanity of Jesus Christ
• John 1:1,14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. … The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
† Personhood of the Holy Spirit
• Hebrews 2:3b-4 This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to
us by those who heard him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
† Human Depravity
• Ecclesiastes 7:20 There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never
sins.
† Virgin Birth
• Matthew 1:18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
with child through the Holy Spirit.
† Sinlessness of Jesus Christ
• 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
† Atoning Death of Jesus Christ
• Romans 3:25a God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.
† Jesus’ Bodily Resurrection
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-6 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you,
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved,
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.
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After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time,
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.
† Second Coming of Jesus Christ
• Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?

This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven.”.
• Revelation 22:12-13 Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to
everyone according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last, the Beginning and the End.
† Faith
• 2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the
righteousness of our God & Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:
† God’s Grace
• Romans 5:10 When we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
† Gift of Salvation Romans 3:28, 4:4-8, Titus 3:4-8
• Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.
† Works are a Natural Result of Salvation James 2:14
• Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.

The following chart was adapted from Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps & Charts :
Salvation: God’s Greatest Gift – Man’s Greatest Possession
Justification
(Past Tense)

Sanctification
(Present Tense)

Glorification
(Future Tense)

Saved immediately
from sin’s penalty

Saved progressively
from sin’s power

Saved ultimately
from sin’s presence

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.
(Ephesians 2:8)
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Hope in Christ Church – Statement of Faith
We Believe:
SCRIPTURE: The Bible is the inspired and inerrant Word of God.
The Bible is the ultimate, complete and eternal source of knowledge
about God and the definitive guide for our daily lives.
GOD: There is only one God, existing in three distinct persons: the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. God is self-existent, eternal, unchanging,
omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, holy, righteous and loving.
God created the universe from nothing and He is the sovereign ruler over
His creation.
MAN: Man is a physical and spiritual being (composed of spirit, soul and
body), who was created in God’s image. However, because of sin, man
has lost his fellowship with God and is destined to die.
GRACE: Grace is the unmerited, undeserved love of God manifested in
Jesus Christ. Jesus, who is fully God and fully man, was sent by God
the Father to save mankind from slavery to sin. Jesus was born of a
virgin, lived a perfect life, suffered and died as an atoning sacrifice for all
sins, physically rose from the dead and will one day return to deliver His
followers and judge the world. Faith in Jesus Christ is the only means by
which mankind can escape judgement, separation from God and eternal
damnation.
CHURCH: The Church is ordained by God, headed by Jesus Christ and
composed of all true believers from Pentecost to the Rapture. The
Church is also referred to as the “Bride” or the “Body” of Christ.
Members of the Church organize local churches for worship, for
fellowship, for the administration of the sacraments (primarily baptism &
the Lord’s supper), for spiritual growth and support and for evangelizing
the world.
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