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Happy New Year – 2013
However, there is nothing new…Humanly Speaking
The Lord brought the Israelites out of Egyptian slavery, through the wilderness and the Red Sea
to the Mountain of God, through the desert, across the Jordan River and into the Promised Land.
However, only a few years later the spiritual and moral decline of the Hebrew nation accelerated.
Wanting to be like other nations, they rejected their theocracy and so God granted them leaders.
This led to the time of “no king” (Judges), the time of “man’s king” (1 Samuel) and the time of
“God’s king” (2 Samuel). The behavior of the Israelites as described in the book of Judges
(literally: “rulers”) illustrates that people without God have not changed since the Creation.
The following is an overview of the book of Judges.
The main themes of Judges are:
Judges 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25



There is no king in Israel.



People are doing what is right in their own eyes.



God’s people often do not work together.



People are in bondage to their various enemies.

Isaiah 5:20-21, 2 Timothy 4:3-4

Philippians 4:2
John 8:34, Romans 6

The Hebrew nation went through all or part of the following cycle many times:
Spiritual Faith  Courage  Freedom  Abundance  Complacency  Apathy 
Dependency  Bondage  Spiritual Faith …
Some stories from the thirteen Judges (or, more accurately, the “rulers”) appointed by God:


Othniel
Judges 3:7-11 – The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; they forgot the LORD their God
and served the Baals and the Asherahs. The anger of the LORD burned against Israel so that he
sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites
were subject for eight years. But when they cried out to the LORD, he raised up for them a
deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them. The Spirit of the
LORD came upon him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war. The LORD gave
Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him.
So the land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died.



Ehud
Judges 3:12-15a – Once again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and because they
did this evil the LORD gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel. Getting the Ammonites and
Amalekites to join him, Eglon came and attacked Israel, and they took possession of the City of
Palms. The Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years. Again the
Israelites cried out to the LORD, and he gave them a deliverer – Ehud…

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984
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Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon
Judges 6:1-14 – Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he
gave them into the hands of the Midianites. Because the power of Midian was so oppressive,
the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds.
Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern
peoples invaded the country. They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza
and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came up
with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men
and their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. Midian so impoverished the Israelites that
they cried out to the LORD for help. When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, he
sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the
hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. I said to
you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’
But you have not listened to me.” The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in
Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a
winepress to keep it from the Midianites. When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he
said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.” “But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us,
why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when
they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and
put us into the hand of Midian.” The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have
and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
Judges 8:28 – Thus Midian was subdued before the Israelites and did not raise its head again.
During Gideon’s lifetime, the land enjoyed peace forty years.
Judges 8:33a – No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites again prostituted themselves to
the Baals.



Abimelech, Tola, Jair, Jephthah
Judges 10:5-16 – When Jair died, he was buried in Kamon. Again the Israelites did evil in the
eyes of the LORD. They served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods of
Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And
because the Israelites forsook the LORD and no longer served him, he became angry with them.
He sold them into the hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites, who that year shattered and
crushed them. For eighteen years they oppressed all the Israelites on the east side of the
Jordan in Gilead, the land of the Amorites. The Ammonites also crossed the Jordan to fight
against Judah, Benjamin and the house of Ephraim; and Israel was in great distress. Then the
Israelites cried out to the LORD, “We have sinned against you, forsaking our God and serving the
Baals.” The LORD replied, “When the Egyptians, the Amorites, the Ammonites, the Philistines,
the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you and you cried to me for help,
did I not save you from their hands? But you have forsaken me and served other gods, so I will
no longer save you. Go and cry out to the gods you have chosen. Let them save you when you
are in trouble!” But the Israelites said to the LORD, “We have sinned. Do with us whatever you
think best, but please rescue us now.” Then they got rid of the foreign gods among them and
served the LORD. And he could bear Israel’s misery no longer.

Please forward questions/concerns about these notes to ron price, ron@hopeinchristnm.com, 505-294-4743.
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Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson
Judges 13:1-5 – Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so the LORD delivered them
into the hands of the Philistines for forty years. A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from
the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was sterile and remained childless. The angel of the
LORD appeared to her and said, “You are sterile and childless, but you are going to conceive and
have a son. Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that you do not
eat anything unclean, because you will conceive and give birth to a son. No razor may be used
on his head, because the boy is to be a Nazirite, set apart to God from birth, and he will begin
the deliverance of Israel from the hands of the Philistines.”
Judges 14:5-10 – Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother.
As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him.
The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands
as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had
done. Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her. Some time later, when
he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass. In it was a swarm of
bees and some honey, which he scooped out with his hands and ate as he went along. When he
rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he
had taken the honey from the lion’s carcass. Now his father went down to see the woman.
And Samson made a feast there, as was customary for bridegrooms.
Judges 16:15-21 – Then [Delilah] said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t
confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret
of your great strength. With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was tired to
death. So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he said,
“because I have been a Nazirite set apart to God since birth. If my head were shaved, my
strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man.” When Delilah saw
that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once
more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in
their hands. Having put him to sleep on her lap, she called a man to shave off the seven braids
of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. Then she called, “Samson,
the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and
shake myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him. Then the Philistines seized
him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they
set him to grinding in the prison.

The themes, cycles and stories of Judges are reminiscent of what has happened and is
happening within America. Unfortunately for us, we do not have a guaranteed covenant from
God as the Hebrew nation had (and still has). The best chance for a revival in our nation is for
the genuine followers of Jesus to fervently pray and for many hearts to be changed by God.

Jesus Christ is fallen man’s only chance for change!
1 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone,
the new has come!
Revelation 21:5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”
Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Please forward questions/concerns about these notes to ron price, ron@hopeinchristnm.com, 505-294-4743.

