
Study 7: Hope, Purpose & Destiny 

Please direct questions/concerns about these notes to ron price, ron@hopeinchristnm.com, 505-294-4743. 

Science and the Bible 
A Search for Meaning & Significance 

Hope, Purpose and Destiny  
Welcome/Opening Notes/Prayer/Video 

Foundational Principle for the Entire Study:  Test everything.  Hold on to the good. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 
The Premise of this Study:  The Facts of Nature and the Bible are the same.  
“In reality, hope is the worst of all evils, because it prolongs man’s torments.” (Friedrich Nietzsche, 1878) 

Hope, Purpose & Destiny: The Perspective of Humanism 
Humanist Manifestos: The belief statements of humanists.  

 Humanist Manifesto I – 1933   
 Humanist Manifesto II – 1973   
 Humanist Manifesto III – 2003   

Humanist Manifesto III:  
“Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life that, without supernaturalism, affirms our ability and 

responsibility to lead ethical lives of personal fulfillment that aspire to the greater good of humanity.     
The lifestance of Humanism – guided by reason, inspired by compassion, and informed by experience – 
encourages us to live life well and fully.  It evolved through the ages and continues to develop through 
the efforts of thoughtful people who recognize that values and ideals, however carefully wrought, are 
subject to change as our knowledge and understandings advance.  

“This document is part of an ongoing effort to manifest in clear and positive terms the conceptual 
boundaries of Humanism, not what we must believe but a consensus of what we do believe.                    
It is in this sense that we affirm the following: 
 Knowledge of the world is derived by observation, experimentation, and rational analysis…  
 Humans are an integral part of nature, the result of unguided evolutionary change…  
 Ethical values are derived from human need and interest as tested by experience…  
 Life's fulfillment emerges from individual participation in the service of humane ideals…  
 Humans are social by nature and find meaning in relationships…  
 Working to benefit society maximizes individual happiness…  

“Humanists are concerned for the well being of all, are committed to diversity, and respect those of 
differing yet humane views. We work to uphold the equal enjoyment of human rights and civil liberties in 
an open, secular society and maintain it is a civic duty to participate in the democratic process and a 
planetary duty to protect nature's integrity, diversity, and beauty in a secure, sustainable manner. 

“Thus engaged in the flow of life, we aspire to this vision with the informed conviction that humanity has 
the ability to progress toward its highest ideals.  The responsibility for our lives and the kind of world in 
which we live is ours and ours alone.”  

The Affirmations of Humanism: A Statement of Principles (in Free Inquiry, vol. 22, no. 4)  
 We deplore efforts to explain the world in supernatural terms and to look outside nature for salvation.  
 We are citizens of the universe.  

Inside the magazine, the authors expanded by stating: “We are only citizens of the universe.”  
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Similar to the famous quote by Carl Sagan: “The Cosmos is all that is or was or ever will be.”  
 We affirm humanism as a realistic alternative to theologies of despair.  
 We believe in optimism rather than pessimism, hope rather than despair, learning in place of dogma, 

truth instead of ignorance.  

Quote from Lawrence Krauss, Canadian/American physicist, taken from: A Universe from Nothing:  
“Every atom in your body came from a star that exploded.  And, the atoms in your left hand probably came 
from a different star than your right hand. It really is the most poetic thing I know about physics: You are all 
stardust.  You couldn’t be here if stars hadn’t exploded, because the elements – carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, 
iron, all the things that matter for evolution and for life – weren’t created at the beginning of time.  They 
were created in the nuclear furnaces of stars, and the only way for them to get into your body is if those 
stars were kind enough to explode.  So, forget Jesus.  The stars died so that you could be here today.” 

Hope, Purpose & Destiny: The Perspective of Christianity  
The Hope of Christianity is not based on what Man does:  

Isaiah 64:6b All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags...  
Philippians 3:4b, 7-9  If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: ... 

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider 
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ – 
the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  

The Hope of Christianity is not based on what man does, but on what Christ did:  
John 10:11,17-18a  I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. ...   

The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – only to take it up again.  No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  

1 Peter 3:18a  For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.  

God knew man would fall, but He Planned the Redemptive Solution even before the Creation:  
Acts 2:23  This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the 

help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.  
Revelation 13:8  All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast – all whose names have not been 

written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.  

The LORD has planned the End for all of the Enemies of God:  
Satan: Revelation 20:10  And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, 

where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown.  They will be tormented day and night forever.  
World, Flesh and Sin: Revelation 20:11-15  I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.      

Earth and sky fled from his presence, … And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened.  Another book was opened, which is the book of life.  The dead were judged 
according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in it,        
and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what 
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he had done.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  The lake of fire is the second death.  
+If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

The History of the Universe – Past, Present and Future  
The Big Bang Theory Describes: 

† The Beginning of all Space, Time, Matter and Energy  
† The Expansion of the Universe from a nearly infinitely Hot State  
† The Constancy in the Laws of Physics  
† Continuous Cooling of the Universe until coming to an End in the distant Future  

The Implications of the History of the Universe   
The Facts of Nature lead to these Undeniable Truths:   

† The Universe had a transcendent beginning,  
† Is expanding at an accelerating rate and  
† Will have a very cold end.  

What do Humanists have to say about the History of the Universe?  
Consider what Lawrence Krauss and Glenn Starkman present in their journal paper:  Life, The Universe, 

and Nothing: Life and Death in an Ever-Expanding Universe, Astrophysical Journal, 2000, 531, p.22-30. 
Krauss and Starkman concluded there are 6 Cosmic Dooms in the Earth’s future, resulting from the fact 
that the Universe is dominated by Dark Energy and therefore is Expanding at an Ever-Increasing Rate: 
 Earth’s field of view will shrink  
 Star formation will cease  
 Heat flow will diminish  
 Knowledge will decrease  
 Metabolism will cease  
 Consciousness will end  

And they came to the conclusion that humanity has: No Hope, Purpose or Destiny! 
For now, a rhetorical question: What is the flaw in the conclusion proposed by Krauss and Starkman?  

Evidence in Nature for the Hope, Purpose & Destiny of Christianity  
Three Evidences of Purpose (Design) (not Coincidences) in Nature:  

1. The Earth is in the very best location to see virtually the entire history of the Cosmos.  
Ideal conditions exist to observe the Heavens, because the Earth is in a Dark Place in the Universe.  
The reasons for the Earth’s Dark Location are the result of the Solar System being:  

† Blocked from the blinding light of the Milky Way’s Central Bulge, because it is far from the 
center and the orbital plane is parallel to the galactic plane (the dust clouds block the light)  

† Far from the Spiral Arms of the Milky Way  
† Far from any bright Globular Clusters, Galaxies or Galaxy Clusters  

2. Man exists at the best time to see the Cosmos.  
There is only a Brief Cosmic Window of Time when the Astronomical Observations are at a Maximum.  
If the Earth (and mankind) had been created earlier in the history of the Universe: 

† Light from throughout the Universe would not have had time to reach the Earth. 
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If the Earth (and mankind) was created later in the history of the Universe: 
† The Cosmos would be expanding faster than the speed of light, and, therefore, light from parts 

of the Universe would not be able to reach the Earth. 
3. The Fine-Tuning of the Universe is Proof of the Anthropic Principle.  

Anthropic Principle:  The belief/observation that the entire universe has been expressly designed and 
created for the benefit of human life. (anthropos: man)  Every aspect of the Universe is finely-tuned:  

† All of the 13+ billion years were required to prepare a home for humanity.  
† All of the 4+ billion years were necessary to prepare the Earth for advanced life.  
† The next three lessons will present many facts detailing the fine-tuning of the Universe.  

Summary and Conclusions  
Restating the question posed earlier: What is the fallacy in the theorem Krauss and Starkman proposed, 

as well as in the Humanist Manifestos?   
The Humanists assume Humanity’s Hope, Purpose and Destiny must exist in this universe. 

However, the Bible teaches a Two Creation Model: This Universe and a New Creation. 
Revelation 21:1a, 2-5a  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, ... I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  He who was 
seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”  

God Designed the First Creation to Test Mankind: 
Hebrews 12:7,10b-11  Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what son is not 
disciplined by his father? … God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.             
No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  
1 John 3:16b  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  

God’s Purpose for this Universe has always been:  
† To produce the Final Conquest and Permanent Removal of Sin, Evil and Suffering  
† To expose Humanity to the most Difficult Challenges in order to Prepare Mankind for the Perfect 

New Creation to come  
Ephesians 4:22-24  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which 
is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the 
new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

The genuine Christian must accept the fact that God’s main concern does not involve  
Earthly Happiness or Healthiness, but with the Holiness of Mankind! 

Earthly life is a Time of Training, but what lies ahead for the Christian is Beautiful, beyond Imagination: 
1 Corinthians 2:9b (paraphrase of Isaiah 64:4)  No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.  
1 Thessalonians 4:18  Therefore encourage each other with these words.  
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Revelation 22:12-13  Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according 
to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  

Questions? 
Glimpse Ahead and Conclusion 

Addendum 2015 
Science and the Bible 

A Search for Meaning & Significance 
Hope, Purpose and Destiny  

“The universe is a pretty big place.  If it’s just us, seems like an awful waste of space.” (Carl Sagan)  

Awesome Design is a Credible Indication of Purpose  
Anthropic Principle of Inequality (Brandon Carter, Australian theoretical physicist) 

The Anthropic Principle of Inequality (API) is an extension of the Anthropic Principle which 
concludes: mankind is the only complex life in the universe.  API is a principle that, given the physics 
of God, results in two interesting design conclusions that seem to reveal an ultimate purpose: 

1. About 14 billion years are required to prepare a home for humanity.  
2. Mankind can exist in an advanced civilized state for no more than 41 thousand years.  

An infinite loving Planner/Creator is implied by the inequality when comparing the vast investment    
of time and resources to the seemingly insignificant amount of time available for man to exist.  

 (A possible analogy: The great investment of time/resources for a wedding lasting ~30 minutes.) 

The Mass of the Universe is Designed with Meticulous Precision 
Scientists have been able to determine that if the mass of the universe was any less or any more, 
mankind would not exist.  Here are two examples of this incredible fine tuning: 

1. Design in the Mass of the Early Universe:  Assuming gravity was the only factor in the 
expansion of the universe (an excellent assumption for the early age of the universe), the 
mass density of the early cosmic history had to be finely tuned to one part in 1060 in order to 
allow for the possible existence of physical life at any time or place within the universe.  
 Smaller Mass Density:  no galaxies, stars or planets would form  
 Larger Mass Density:  only black holes and neutron stars would form  

2. Design in the Number of Stars:  Researchers have calculated the number of stars in the 
observable universe to be between 40 and 50 billion trillion (40-50 x 1021).   
 Fewer Stars:  nuclear fusion would be inefficient → only Hydrogen and Helium  
 More Stars:  all elements heavier than iron → no life essential elements (C, N, O) 

(A pile of 50 x 1021 stacked dimes would go to Alpha Centauri [4.3 LY] and back 125 times.) 

God’s Redemptive Plan provides the Ultimate Hope through His Son, Jesus Christ 
2 Timothy 1:9-10  [God] has saved us and called us to a holy life – not because of anything we have done 

but because his own purpose and grace.  This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang
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of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has 
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  

Hebrews 9:27-28  Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was 
sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 
but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.  

 “In questions of science, the authority of a thousand is not worth the humble reasoning of a single individual.” (Galileo)  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang

