
Study 3: The Days of Genesis 1 – Bible 

Please direct questions/concerns about these notes to ron price, ron@hopeinchristnm.com, 505-294-4743. 

Science and the Bible 
A Search for Meaning & Significance 

The Days of Genesis – The Biblical Evidence  
Welcome/Introductory Notes/Prayer/Video 

Foundational Principle for the Entire Study:  Test everything.  Hold on to the good. 1 Thessalonians 5:21  
The Premise of this Study:  The Facts of Nature and the Bible are the Same.  

Genesis 1: Preliminary Issues  
Scientific Method (Biblical Interpretive Method)  

1. Identify the frame of reference  
2. Determine initial conditions  
3. Note what occurs, when, where and in what order  
4. Note final conditions  
5. Form hypothesis  
6. Test hypothesis  
7. Revise hypothesis  
8. Go back to #1  

Genesis 1 Overview:  
Genesis 1:1-2 ”God created the heavens and the earth”; frame of reference & initial conditions  
Genesis 1:3-5 Day 1: Filtered light was able to reach the Earth’s surface  
Genesis 1:6-8  Day 2: Clouds formed above the water covering the Earth  
Genesis 1:9-13  Day 3: Land masses and land vegetation appeared  
Genesis 1:14-19  Day 4: Sun, moon and stars became visible at the Earth’s surface  
Genesis 1:20-23  Day 5: Sea animals and birds were created  
Genesis 1:24-31  Day 6: God created Adam, Eve and land animals  

Biblical Creation Accounts:   

Genesis 1  Psalm 19:1-6  Isaiah 40-51  
Genesis 2  Psalm 33  Romans 1-8  
Genesis 3-5  Psalm 65  1 Corinthians 15  
Genesis 6-9  Psalm 104  2 Corinthians 4  
Genesis 10-11  Psalm 139  Hebrews 1  
Job 9  Psalm 147-148  Hebrews 4  
Job 38 (34-42)  Proverbs 8  2 Peter 3  
Psalm 8  Ecclesiastes 1-3  Revelation 20-22  
 Ecclesiastes 8-12   

Two Primary Interpretations of Genesis 1:   

† Young Earth Creationists believe:  7 days x 24 hours = 168 hours  



2  Study 3: The Days of Genesis 1 – Bible 

Biblical passages are taken from the NIV1984. 

† Old Earth Creationists believe:  7 long periods of time = 13.73 billion years  

Genesis 1:1-5  The Beginning ⇒ Day 1 
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

In Genesis 1:1… 
The word “created” is from the Hebrew bârâ’, which means a creation ‘out of nothing’ (ex nihilo) 1:1,21,27.  
(45 of the 48 times bârâ’ is found in the OT, it is applied relative to the creative activities of God)  
The phrase “the heavens and the earth” appears 10 times in the OT and always refers to the entire 

physical creation: the planets, stars, galaxies, matter, energy, space and time.  

Genesis 1:2  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and      

the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  
In Genesis 1:2… 

The word “formless” is from the Hebrew word tôhȗw, which means desolation (Hadean Era: 4.5 - 4 bya).  
The word “empty” is from the Hebrew word bôhȗw, which means void and is an allusion to a lack of life.  
These two words also appear in Jeremiah 4:23, where Jeremiah described his envisioning the 

devastating ruin that was soon to happen to Judah at the hands of the Babylonian military.  
Deuteronomy 32:10-11  In a desert land [the Lord] found [Israel], in a barren and howling waste.            
He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, like an eagle that stirs up       
its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions.  

In these verses, the Lord was carefully watching and protecting over His chosen people (the nation        
of Israel) while they were travelling in the desolate desert between Egypt and the Promise Land. 

Key point: The Frame of Reference for Genesis 1:2-31 was the surface of the waters/earth. 
The following is a quote from Galileo at his 1633 trial by the Catholic Church:  “If in reading the Bible,   

you make a mistake on the frame of reference, you make the greatest interpretive mistake of all.”  
The Initial Conditions, defined in Genesis 1:2: earth was unfit & empty of life, dark and covered in water. 
The surface of the earth was dark, because of an opaque primordial atmosphere, due to thick clouds. 

Job 38:9  I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness… 

Genesis 1:1-2 presents the creation of the universe as the beginning of all things, including a ‘dead’ Earth.  

Genesis 1:3-5  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  God saw that the light was good, 

and he separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”  

And there was evening, and there was morning – the first day.  
In Genesis 1:3… 

The phrase “let there be” is translated from the Hebrew word hâyâh, meaning “to exist” or “to be”            
(a better translation here would have been: “let the light be”).  God (Jesus) used this same word      
when He told Moses His name at the burning bush: “I AM WHO I AM” (AHAYAH  ASHER  AHAYAH).  

In Genesis 1:5 (and 1:8,13,19,23,31)… 
The word “evening” is from the Hebrew ‘ereb, which can also mean ‘sunset’, ‘night’ or ‘end of the day’.  
The word “morning” is from bōqer, which can also mean ‘sunrise’, ‘daybreak’ or ‘beginning of day’.  
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The Bible applies these two words to each of the first 6 days, but they are not applied to Day 7. 
In Genesis 1:5 (and 1:8,13,14,16,18,19,23,31)… 

The word “day” is translated from the Hebrew word yôwm, which has four literal meanings:                    
(1) some portion of the daylight hours, (2) all the daylight hours (sunrise to sunset, 12 hours),                 
(3) sunset to sunset (24 hours) or (4) a long, but finite period of time. 

Genesis 1:3 indicates the Earth’s atmosphere changed from opaque to translucent, during Day 1.  

Genesis 1:6-8  Day 2 
Genesis 1:6-8  And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.”  
So God made the expanse & separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.  
God called the expanse “sky.”  And there was evening, and there was morning –   the second day.  

Genesis 1:6-8 defines changes in the Earth’s atmosphere that created the complete water cycle in Day 2.  

Genesis 1:9-13  Day 3  
Genesis 1:9-10  And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground 
appear.”  And it was so.  God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.”      
And God saw that it was good.  

Genesis 1:9-10 describes the partial withdrawal of the oceans and appearance of land masses in Day 3.  

Genesis 1:11-13  Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the 
land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.”  And it was so.  The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to 
their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening, and there was morning – the third day.  

In Genesis 1:11 & 12 (also 21, 24, 25)… 
The phrase “according to its kind” (or some slight variation) seems possibly to be an ancient effort          
by God to speak out against macro-evolution.  

In addition to the formation of land on Day 3, Genesis 1:11-13 details the creation of land vegetation.  

Genesis 1:14-19  Day 4  
Genesis 1:14-19  And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from    
the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be lights in the 
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.”  And it was so.  God made two great lights – the greater light 
to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night.  He also made the stars.  God set them in the 
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from 
darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening, and there was morning – the fourth day.  

In Genesis 1:16… 
The word “made” is the Hebrew word ‘âsâh, meaning “do” or “make” in a general sense.  This word does 
not imply any indication as to when the sun, moon and stars were created.  In context, here they just 
became visible at the Earth’s surface, because they had to have produced the light noted on Day 1.  
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Genesis 1:14-19 explains that the sun, moon and stars were clearly seen at the surface of the Earth,     

which indicates the Earth’s atmosphere must have changed from translucent to transparent during Day 4.  

Genesis 1:20-23  Day 5  
Genesis 1:20-23  And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the expanse of the sky.”  So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving 
thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind.    
And God saw that it was good.  God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” And there was evening, and there was morning – 
the fifth day.  

In Genesis 1:21… 
The word “creatures” is the Hebrew word nephesh, meaning a “breathing being (man or animal)”.    
There is a sense that these particular animals are considered to be ‘soulish’.  They do not have a soul, 
but have special God-given traits (intellect, emotion, will) for the pleasure and support of humans.  

Genesis 1:20-23 describes the creation of sea animals & birds (perhaps the ‘Cambrian Explosion’) in Day 5.  

Genesis 1:24-31  Day 6  
Genesis 1:24-25  And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, 
creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.”  And it was so.        
God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the 
creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.  
Genesis 1:24-25 gives an account of the creation of short- & long-legged land (soulish) mammals in Day 6.  

Genesis 1:26-28  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.”  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; 
fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.”  

In Genesis 1:26-27… 
Note the plural form of God in 1:26 (“let us” and “in our”), reflecting the plurality of the Godhead (Trinity), 
while the singular form in 1:27 (“in his” and “he”), refers to the Oneness in God’s essence Deuteronomy 6:4.  

Also in Genesis 1:26-27… 
Man is “made” (‘âsâh) in 1:26, alluding to God forming man’s body from the dust of the ground Genesis 2:7a, 
while 1:27 declares that God created (bârâ’) man, referring to the creation of man’s spirit Genesis 2:7b.  

Genesis 1:26-28 relates God’s creation of man, with his physical and spiritual attributes, also during Day 6.  
In addition, God assigned the stewardship of His animals to mankind, the crown of His creation Psalm 8:5-8.  

Genesis 1:29-31  Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and 
every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and    
all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground – everything that has the breath of life 
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in it – I give every green plant for food.”  And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  
And there was evening, and there was morning – the sixth day.  
In Genesis 1:29-31, God gave all seed-bearing plants/trees to man and “the beasts of the earth” for food.  

Genesis 2:1-3  Day 7  
Genesis 2:1-3  Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  By the seventh day 
God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.  And God 
blessed the 7th day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.  

Four Important Issues in the Young Earth verses Old Earth Debate  
With the above interpretation of Genesis 1, these perspectives are presented to 
consider:  

Issue 1:  Psalm 90:4 is the only one of the Psalms attributed to Moses.  This text illustrates that Moses,   
also the author of Genesis, understood that God is not restricted by human time limits.  

For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.  

Issue 2:  There are multiple translations of yôwm  in Genesis 1,2.  The following undeniable uses for yôwm 
indicates that each time the word appears in Genesis 1,2 (or anywhere in the Bible), the context needs to 
be carefully analyzed to determine which of the four literal meanings is appropriate.  

† Genesis 1:5  “…God called the light ‘day’ ”:  This ‘day’ is obviously the 12 hour day (daylight) 1:14,16,18. 
† Genesis 1:14  “…signs to mark seasons and days and years”:  This ‘day’ is 24 hours long.  
† Genesis 2:4 (NKJ)  “…in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens”:                    

This ‘day’ includes all of the six days of creation, so it has to be a longer period of time.  

Issue 3:  It is unrealistic to believe that all of the activities on Creation Day 6 happened in a 24 hour period:  
† God created the land mammals Genesis 1:24-25 
† God created Adam 1:26-27 
† God planted and grew the Garden of Eden 2:8 
† God put Adam in the garden to work 2:8 
† Adam named all of the animals 2:19-20 
† God put Adam asleep & created Eve 2:21-23 

Issue 4:  In Genesis 2:1-3, there is no “evening” or “morning” for Day 7, which is God’s day of rest.             
In addition, there are Biblical passages (e.g., Hebrews 4:1-11) indicating that the 7th Day is not over,        
and that it will not close until Revelation 21-22.  Therefore, Day 7 is unquestionably not a 24-hour day.  

Hebrews 4:9-11  So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God.  For the one who has entered 
His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.  Therefore let us be diligent to enter 
that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.  

The following is a quote from Sir Isaac Newton (1681), taken from a letter Newton wrote to Thomas Burnet, 
author of The Ancient Doctrine Concerning the Originals of Things (1729): 
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“Now for [the] number and length of [the] six day: by what is said above, you may make the first day         
as long as you please, and [the] second day, too.” 

In summary: These notes do not prove the length of the six creation days Genesis 1 ∴ ⇒ General Revelation.  

Questions?  
Glimpse Ahead and Conclusion  

Addendum 2015 
Science and the Bible 

A Search for Meaning & Significance 
The Days of Genesis – The Biblical Evidence  

“One of our associates sat down with a highly respected world-class Hebrew scholar and asked him: ‘If you started 
with the Bible alone, without considering any outside influences, could you ever come up with millions or billions of 
years of history for the earth and universe?’  The answer:  ‘Absolutely not!’ ” (answersingenesis.org) 

The Scientific (Biblical Interpretive) Method : Application to Genesis 1  
Starting perspective: Biblical Creationist, but desire to stay as objective as possible. 

1. Identify the frame of reference  

At the surface of (“hovering over”) the waters 1:2 

2. Determine initial conditions  

(1) formless 1:2, (2) empty (lifeless) 1:2, (3) dark 1:2, Job 38:9, (4) water world 1:2,9, Psalm 104:6 

3. Note what occurs, when, where and in what order  

Day 1: light reached the earth’s surface (atmosphere changed: opaque to translucent) 1:3-5; 
Day 2: waters separated into surface water and clouds, creating a stable water cycle 1:6-8; 
Day 3: water receded/land appeared 1:9-10, creation of seed-bearing land plants/trees 1:11-12; 
Day 4: sun, moon, stars clearly seen (atmosphere changed: translucent to transparent) 1:14-18; 
Day 5: creation of (nephesh : soulish) sea life and birds (the Cambrian explosion?) 1:20-22; 
Day 6: creation of short- and long-legged (soulish) land mammals 1:24-25 and man 1:26-28.  

4. Note final conditions  

Day 7: “God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested” 2:2-3 

5. Form hypothesis  

Produce a Creation Model based on Special Revelation information in steps #1-4.  

6. Test hypothesis 1 Thessalonians 5:21  

Gather information from General Revelation and compare to Creation Model.  

7. Revise hypothesis  

Adjust Creation Model based on comparisons between Special and General Revelations.  

8. Go back to #1  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang
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Reassess initial evaluations in steps 1, 2, 3 in light of Creation Model adjustments in step 7.  

Soulish animals named in Job 38:39 – 39:30: lion, raven, goat, deer, donkey, ox, ostrich, horse, hawk, eagle.  

“Nobody has provided us with answers that point to anything but a traditional view of the original 
meaning.  Anyone who says that a closer study of the Hebrew leads elsewhere is simply incorrect.   
The original intent is plain – a day was a day, from the very first miraculous day.” (answersingenesis.org)  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephenhaw447563.html?src=t_big_bang

