
The Last Days: 13 Revelation 10-11 

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984 

The Last Days 
An In-Depth Study of Biblical Eschatology 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
“Write … what will take place later” – Revelation 4-22  

Revelation 10:1 – 11:14 is a parenthesis between the 6th Trumpet and 7th Trumpet Revelation 11:15 

Judgements.  God intends for these interludes Revelation 7:1-17, 16:15 to be a time of encouragement 

in the midst of His judgements, as a reminder of His sovereignty and His ultimate victory.  

Revelation 10  The Second Judgement Interlude Begins 
A Mighty Angel and a Little Scroll  (10:1-11) 

10:1-3  A “mighty angel” 
Revelation 5:2,18:21

 (aggelos: messenger) came from heaven.     

He was robed in a cloud, a rainbow above his head, a face like the sun, and legs like 

fiery pillars.  The angel was holding a “little scroll” and had his right foot planted on the 

sea and his left on land, representing sovereign authority over the earth (land & sea).  

The angel roared like a lion 
cf. 1 Peter 5:8

, then the voices of “seven thunders” spoke.   

In the O.T., the Angel of the LORD Genesis 16:7-14,22:9-18, Exodus 3:1-4:17, Judges 6:11-27 was actually the 

pre-incarnate presentation of Jesus Christ.  The following evidence indicates that perhaps the 

“mighty angel” v.1 may have been a post-incarnate appearance of Jesus during the Tribulation: 

† He was “coming down from heaven” v.1  Daniel 7:13, Matthew 16:27, 24:30, 1 Thessalonians 4:16,  

† “robed in a cloud” v.1  Exodus 16:10, 19:9, 34:5, Mark 13:26, Luke 21:27, Revelation 1:7,  

† “a rainbow above his head” v.1  Genesis 9:12-16, Ezekiel 1:28, Revelation 4:2-3,  

† “face was like the sun” v.1  Malachi 4:2, Matthew 17:2, Acts 26:12-15, Revelation 1:16,  

† “legs were like fiery pillars” v.1  Exodus 13:21-22, 14:24, Revelation 1:15,  

† “right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land” v.2  1 Corinthians 15:24-25, Ephesians 1:22,  

† “shout like the roar of a lion” v.3  Proverbs 19:12, Hosea 5:14, 11:10, Joel 3:16, Amos 3:8, Revelation 5:5, and  

† “he swore” v.6 there is not another example in the Bible of an angel swearing an oath;  

man was told not to swear an oath, because his word is an oath Matthew 5:33-37, James 5:12;   

but God swore by Himself an oath of covenant to Abraham Genesis 22:15-18, Hebrews 6:13-14.  

Note: Against this view is the word “another” (allos : “another of the same kind” John 14:16).  
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John described the Holy Spirit as the “seven spirits” Revelation 1:4, 3:1, 4:5, 5:6 as well as “seven 

lamps” Revelation 4:5, so the “seven thunders” v.3,4 is probably another Holy Spirit designation.  

10:4  John was told to “seal up … do not write” (first and only time 
Revelation 1:11,19, 22:10

) 

what the seven thunders said (likely the voice of the Lord 
Psalm 29:3-9, John 12:28-29

).   

Daniel was also told to seal some of his visions, until “the time of the end”. Daniel 8:26, 12:9  

There is a great deal of speculation as to what the “seven thunders” said, but no one knows.  

10:5-6  The mighty angel “raised his right hand to heaven” and swore 
Deuteronomy 32:40

   

by the eternal God, the Creator of the entire universe 
Psalm 115:15, 146:6

, that there would 

be “no more delay”, indicating God’s perfect timing
 2 Peter 3:1-9

 had come in response to 

man’s concerned questions over thousands of years 
Matthew 24:3, Acts 1:6, Revelation 6:9-11

.   

What was the “little scroll” held by the mighty angel? The two main suggestions are as follows:  

† The open scroll v.2 was the scroll Jesus took from God Revelation 5:7.  John saw the scroll 

was open, because Jesus had removed all seven seals Revelation 6, 8:1.  The scroll was the 

‘Title Deed’ for (requirements for reclaiming) the Earth. Genesis 3:17-19, Romans 8:19-22, 1 John 5:19  

† Some scholars say that, because of the unique modifier “little”, this scroll is different 

than the seven-sealed scroll Revelation 5:1.  Many suggest it contained the Gospel message.  

10:7  Biblically, a mystery is something God has yet revealed. 
Daniel 2:27-28, Colossians 1:25-27

  

John stated “the mystery of God will be accomplished”, referring to the 7th Trumpet, 

which also represents the oncoming seven bowl judgements.  However, this mystery 

also involved the completion of the judgements revealed to Daniel 
Daniel 9:24-27

 and to 

others 
see notes at start of Last Days 11

, the coming of Christ’s earthly Kingdom 
Revelation 20:1-6

, 

the judgement of Satan & “sinners” 
Revelation 20:10-15

, and the beginning of eternal life for 

God & His people 
Revelation 21:1-7

.  God always reveals His plans to His prophets. 
Amos 3:7

  

10:8  Usually a passive observer, John became involved when told to take the scroll. 

10:9-10  John asked the angel for the little scroll and he was told to “take it and eat it”.  

The angel said it would be sweet in his mouth 
Job 20:12

, but sour to his stomach 
Job 20:14

.  

John did what he was instructed to do, and the sweet and sour warning came true. 

Jeremiah also “ate” God’s words Jeremiah 15:16.  Several times in Scripture, the Word of God is 

equated with food (e.g., bread John 6:35,48,51, milk 1 Corinthians 3:2, Hebrews 5:12-14 and honey Psalm 119:103).  
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Why was the taste sweet to John, but when he swallowed the scroll his stomach became sour? 

† The answer comes by examining the circumstances when the prophet Ezekiel was told by 

the LORD to eat a scroll with writing on both sides, which was to aid Ezekiel as a prophet.  

When he ate the scroll, it was “sweet as honey in [his] mouth” Ezekiel 2:8–3:11, but the scroll 

contained “words of lament and mourning and woe” Ezekiel 2:10, because the Israelites 

rejected his message, resulting in him having a “broken heart and bitter grief” Ezekiel 21:1-7.  

† It is reasonable that both Ezekiel’s and John’s scrolls contained God’s message of hope 

for people:  God’s faithfulness to the Nation of Israel through His prophets (OT) and 

the Gospel message brought by Jesus (NT).  However, when His comforting messages are 

ignored and/or rejected, punishment is inevitable.  God’s victory over sin is very sweet, 

but the necessity of judgement and the eternal effects on sinners is very bitter.  

10:11  John was commanded to prophesy 
Ezekiel 37:4,9

 a warning to all people 
Revelation 13:7

 

about the bitter judgements they would face unless they place their trust in the LORD.  

Revelation 11  The Second Judgement Interlude Concludes 
Two Witnesses Prophesy for 42 Months  (11:1-14) 

11:1 John was an active participant again, being told to “measure” the temple structure, 

with a measuring rod (a reed: cane plant in the Jordan valley that was light, but rigid).  

God measures (and holds accountable) what He owns 
Ezekiel 40-42, Revelation 21:15-17

.     

John was also told to “count” the number of worshipers who were at the temple.   

John’s mention of a Tribulation temple agrees with prophecies about a temple being defiled by 

the Antichrist in the middle of the Tribulation Daniel 9:27, 12:11, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:4.  

11:2  John was told not to measure the outer court (the court of the Gentiles), denoting 

God’s rejection of the unbelievers, who persecute the Jewish people and do great 

destruction to Jerusalem 
Luke 21:20-24

, the holy city 
Isaiah 52:1, Matthew 4:5

, for the 42 months 

that will follow the “abomination that causes desolation” 
Daniel 11:31, Mark 13:14

. 

The following is a possible explanation as to why the outer court was “given to the Gentiles”: 

Some scholars believe the Islamic shrine, the Dome of the Rock, was not built on the actual 

Temple Mount, and is far enough away to allow the Jewish parts of the temple to be built on 

the correct Temple Mount location without removing any part of the Dome of the Rock, which 
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will stand in the area where the court of the Gentiles should have been.  As a result, once the 

Temple is built, the Muslims (Gentiles) will do their best to destroy Jerusalem, the Holy City.  

11:3  God will give His two witnesses (martus: one who remembers [lit]) the power and 

the authority to prophesy for 1260 days, while clothed in sackcloth (a sign of mourning 

and/or repentance 
Genesis 37:34, Matthew 11:21

).  The witnesses will mourn, because the 

Jewish people are just then coming to salvation, wickedness of the time, desecration/ 

destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.  The law required at least two witnesses to 

confirm a legal testimony 
Deuteronomy 17:6, 19:15, Matthew 18:15-16, John 8:14-18, Hebrews 10:28

.  

God presented 3½ years in four different ways in Scripture: as 1260 days Revelation 11:3, 12:6,      

as 42 months Revelation 11:2, 13:5, as times (dual), time and half a time Daniel 7:25, 12:7, Revelation 12:14 

(“time”: Jewish idiom for a year Daniel 4:16,23,25) and as half of the 70th week of Daniel Daniel 9:27.   

11:4-6  The two witnesses will be like olive trees (Zerubbabel and Joshua, who are seen 

as prophetic of the witnesses 
Zechariah 4:1-14

).  Olive trees symbolized continuous 

providers of oil (symbolic of the Holy Spirit 
1 Samuel 16:13

) and lampstands that hold up 

light-providing lamps (the light of Jesus 
John 8:12

). The witnesses “stand before the 

Lord” (meaning God constantly watches over them, because they are His special 

prophets), they will kill anyone trying to harm them (invincible for a time) by fire from 

their mouths 
Jeremiah 5:14

, they will stop rain, turn water into blood and strike the earth 

with “every kind of plague” 
Amos 4:10

.   

Who were the witnesses? The majority of the evidence points to them being Moses and Elijah. 

 The Jews were/are expecting the Messiah, Elijah and a Moses-like prophet. John 1:20-21  

 Elijah and Moses appeared with Jesus at the Transfiguration.  The three of them spoke 

about the death of Jesus Luke 9:28-31 and possibly also about His Second Coming 2 Peter 1:16-19.  

 Moses & Elijah represent the Law and the Prophets, indicating the entire OT to the Jews.  

Elijah:  Most agree Elijah is one of the witnesses, because he did not die 2 Kings 2:11-12 and his 

appearance before the 2nd Coming was prophesied Malachi 3:1, 4:5-6.  Elijah also had the abilities 

to call fire down from heaven 1 Kings 18:36-38, 2 Kings 1:10-12 and “to shut up the sky so it will not 

rain” 1 Kings 17:1. (Witnesses ministry and Elijah’s drought were 3½ years Luke 4:25, James 5:17-18).  

Moses: Many agree on Moses, because while he did die, he was buried by God Deuteronomy 34:5-6 

in a secret place, even kept from Satan Jude 1:9, and God promised to “raise up a prophet like 
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[Moses]” Deuteronomy 18:15-19.   Moses also had “power to turn…waters into blood” Exodus 7:17-21 

and “to strike the earth with every kind of plague” Exodus 7:8-12:30.  

Enoch: Some believe Enoch is one, because he did not die Genesis 5:24, but he was not a Jew.  

Zerubbabel/Joshua: Chosen because of the earlier prophecy with similar images. Zechariah 4:1-14  

John the Baptist: He was not Elijah or the prophet John 1:20-21, but the spirit of Elijah Luke 1:17.  

11:7  The beast (the Antichrist, the beast out of the sea 
Revelation 13:1-8

) ascended from 

the Abyss 
Luke 8:31

 (denoting satanic power).  He then attacked 
Daniel 7:21, Revelation 13:7

, 

and eventually overpowered and killed the witnesses, but only when “they have 

finished their testimony” (they were invulnerable until their work was complete).  

Christians who follow God’s plans are also protected under His sovereignty Job 14:5, Psalm 139:16.  

11:8-10  The bodies of the witnesses were left in the street of an unholy Jerusalem  

(like Sodom 
Isaiah 1:8-9, Jeremiah 23:14

 and Egypt 
Isaiah 20:1-6

), fulfilling prophesy 
Psalm 79:1-3

.  

The witnesses remained in the street for 3½ days (under Jewish law, burial must be 

immediate 
Deuteronomy 21:22-23, Acts 5:5-6

).  The “inhabitants of the earth” 
Revelation 13:8

 (earth 

lovers) hated the preaching of the witnesses and were wild with delight at their deaths 

(“relief from their enemies” 
cf. Esther 9:20-22

), and celebrated a kind of satanic Christmas.  

This scene presents the only rejoicing found on Earth in the entire book of Revelation.  

11:11-12  After 3½ days (time for decay to have begun), God breathed spirit 
Genesis 2:7

 

into the dead bodies 
Ezekiel 37:5-10

. The sight of the witnesses being resurrected produced 

“terror” in those who were formerly celebrating.  Instead of them continuing to witness, 

a voice from Heaven called 
Revelation 4:1

, and the witnesses ascended in a cloud 
Acts 1:9

.  

It would seem like the message of the witnesses would have had more effective power after 

their resurrection; however, that is contrary to an earlier statement by Jesus Luke 16:31.  

11:13  God immediately produced a great earthquake that destroyed a tenth of the city 

(a tithe 
Leviticus 27:30-34

) and took the lives of seven thousand people 
1 Kings 19:18

.  

(Earthquakes 
Revelation 6:12, 8:5, 11:19, 16:18

 often accompany the Revelation judgements.)  

Here 
cf. Revelation 16:8-11

, many “terrified” survivors glorified the “God of heaven” (possibly 

part of the prophesied conversion of a large number of Jews 
Joel 2:28-29, Romans 11:25-27

). 
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11:14  A solemn reminder of the place mark in time: a return to the “Woe” judgements.  

The Trumpet Judgements End: Worship in Heaven  (11:15-19) 

11:15  The Seventh Trumpet Judgement:  The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, 

indicating the seven bowls of wrath were on the way, which will complete the transfer 

of the kingdom of the world (kosmos: total material universe) from Satan 
John 12:31

   

back to the “kingdom of our Lord” 
Revelation 16:17

.  This represents a big step toward     

the Millennial reign of Jesus 
Matthew 6:9-10, Daniel 2:44

, which will continue in the future 

“everlasting kingdom” 
Psalm 145:13, Daniel 7:27

 on the new earth 
Revelation 21:1

.  

11:16-17  The 24 elders (church) 
Revelation 4:4

 humbly worshipped God 
Revelation 4:10

 with    

a threefold praise: Jesus reigns supremely 
v.17

, rewards graciously 
v.18

, and judges 

righteously 
v.18

.  They thanked the Lord for beginning His earthly reign 
Revelation 19:6

.  

Jesus no longer “is to come” 
Revelation 1:8, 4:8

, because He was already reigning 
v.15

.  

11:18 The “nations were angry” (defiant rage), because they wanted their way 
Psalm 2:1-9

.  

However, the end was near 
Revelation 17-18

, because the “time (kairos: season) has come” 

for God’s wrath (orge: anger as a state of mind) (the Great Tribulation 
Matthew 24:15-18

); 

the judgement of “those who destroy (corrupt) the earth” (the spiritually dead at the 

Great White Throne Judgement 
Revelation 20:11-15

); and the rewarding of His servants    

(OT believers 
Daniel 12:1-3

, NT saints 
Matthew 16:18-19

, and Tribulation saints 
Revelation 20:4-6

    

at the Judgement Seat of Christ 
Romans 14:10-12, 1 Corinthians 3:8-15, 4:5, 2 Corinthians 5:9-10

).  

Verse 18 is an example of a prophetic statement including events widely separated in time. 

Note the progression of the praise for Jesus from the 24 elders: they praised Him as the 

Creator Revelation 4:11, as Redeemer Revelation 5:9-10 and here as the Conqueror/King Revelation 11:17-18.  

11:19  The heavenly temple was opened 
Revelation 15:5

 and “the ark of His covenant 

(diatheke: testament) appeared” 
Exodus 25:10-22

 as a symbol of God’s presence, 

atonement and covenant with His people, even in the midst of these judgements.    

The lightening, thunder, earthquake and great hail storm were all more signs of    

God’s awesome power 
Exodus 9:23-24, 19:16-18, Revelation 4:5, 16:21

.   

The temple mentioned here is the one in the heaven of today Jonah 2:7, because God the Father 

and Jesus will be the temple in the “new heaven and the new earth” of eternity. Revelation 21:22  


